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MEMORIAL DAY 


irus killed 36 at Aurora nursing home 


2nd-largest facility 
in area appears to 
have most fatalities 


By Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Erie County’s second-largest 
nursing home has had 36 Cov- 
id-19 deaths, which appears to be 
the most of any individual nurs- 
ing home in Western New York. 

The deaths of 36 residents at 
Absolut Center for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation at Aurora Park 
have been attributed to the vi- 
rus, with the majority of those 
deaths occurring inside the East 
Aurora nursing home, according 
to RCA Healthcare Management 
LLC, which operates the facility. 

The state Health Depart- 
ment’s most recent list of coro- 
navirus fatalities, as of Friday, 
shows 30 deaths at Absolut at 
Aurora Park. 

The difference is the result of 
a lag between the time the state 
Health Department receives the 
latest numbers and when the 
state posts those figures on its 
public list, RCA Healthcare of- 
ficials said. 

Through Friday, the Health 
Department listed 251 con- 
firmed and presumed corona- 
virus deaths occurring at nurs- 
ing homes in Erie and Niagara 
counties. 

RCA Healthcare officials 
pointed out that Absolut at Au- 
rora Park, with 320 beds, is the 
second-largest nursing home in 
Western New York. 

“As such, a raw number of 
deaths is misleading as a com- 
parison point to other buildings, 
and a percentage would be a 
much more telling metric,” RCA 
Healthcare spokesman Jason 
Newman said. 

The largest nursing home in 
the region, Terrace View, a 390- 
bed facility on the Erie County 
Medical Center campus in Buf- 
falo, has reported no deaths. 
HighPointe on Michigan, the 
third-largest nursing home, also 
has had no deaths, according to 
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Rosanna Bello of Cheektowaga puts flowers on the grave of her father, who was a World War II veteran, Sunday at Mount Calvary Cemetery 
in Cheektowaga. Today is set aside to remember those who died in the service of the country. 


Rescue bill 
snagged by 
debate over 
liability suits 


On Memorial Day, remembering 
a close call at end of World War IT 


She is the daughter of the late John 
A. and Mary Clark. Both her parents and 
her two siblings are gone, leaving Brum- 


See Deaths on Page A6 


atricia Brumley is head cook at 
Tonawanda High School. In that ye 
role, she oversees the creation 


Covid-19 in WNY* 
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Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, a Kentucky Republican, 
insists that Congress focus on liabili- 
ty reform in hopes of avoiding “a law- 
suit pandemic.” 

Democrats disagree, saying Re- 
publicans want to give a break to 
businesses that leave their custom- 
ers or workers exposed to the coro- 


would be someone else, because Pat Brumley would 
probably never have been born. 


See Kirston Page A12 * Updated on Sunday 


Pandemic has had deadliest effect in Democratic areas 


navirus. 


See Lawsuits on Page A7 


Some thoughts about 
rebuilding the economy 


e Gov. Andrew Cuomo says when it 
comes to re-enervating the economy, 
the watch words are: ‘Think Big, 
Page A8 

e Entertainment washout: Plays, 
concerts and music tours all appear 
to have been washed away this year 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. Page A5 


By JENNIFER MEDINA 
AND ROBERT GEBELOFF 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The staggering Ameri- 
can death toll from the coronavirus, now ap- 
proaching 100,000, has touched every part 
of the country, but the losses have been es- 
pecially acute along its coasts, in its major 
cities, across the industrial Midwest, and in 
New York City. 

The devastation, in other words, has 
been disproportionately felt in blue America, 
which helps explain why people on opposing 
sides of a partisan divide that has intensified 
in the past two decades are thinking about 
the virus differently. It is not just that Demo- 
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New York Times 


Workers wait for customers at a San Antonio gift 
shop the day Texas lifted its stay-at-home order. 


crats and Republicans disagree on how to re- 
open businesses, schools and the country as 
a whole. Beyond perception, beyond ideology, 
there are starkly different realities for red and 
blue America right now. 

Democrats are far more likely to live in 
counties where the virus has ravaged the 
community, while Republicans are more like- 
ly to live in counties that have been relatively 
unscathed by the illness, though they are pay- 
ing an economic price. Counties won by Presi- 
dent Trump in 2016 have reported just 27% 
of the virus infections and 21% of the deaths 
- even though 45% of Americans live in these 
communities, a New York Times analysis has 


See Communities on Page A9 
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